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Christmas at the  
HISTORY CENTER 

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 5TH–6TH & 12TH–13TH 1:00–5:00PM

SPECIAL EVENING HOURS ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11TH  5:30–7:30PM

The annual Christmas at the History Center will be held December 5th–6th and 
12th–13th from 1:00 to 5:00. A special evening open house will once again take 
place on Friday, December 11th, from 5:30 to 7:30, when the trees and rooms take 
on a special glow after dark.
Musical entertainment will be featured in the Orr Mansion’s West Parlor and 
the Transportation Museum, although seating for the musical performances 
will be limited. Refreshments will be served in the Presidents’ Room, and 
children will receive goodie bags with take-home crafts.
Please check our website www.loganhistory.org and Facebook page for 
updates about the Christmas open house. Once all participants are confirmed, 
we will post a schedule of musicians and a list of participating tree and room 
decorators. We hope to see you at the 2026 Christmas at the History Center! 
For those unable to attend, photographs of the decorated trees and mansion 
rooms will be posted on our website.
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logan county  
history center
521 East Columbus Avenue 

Bellefontaine, OH 43311
www.loganhistory.org 

(937) 593-7557
History Center Hours
Wednesday–Sunday  

1:00–4:00PM

2025–2026 WINTER  
APPEAL LETTER
We would like to thank the many people who 
supported the Logan County Historical Society/
History Center with monetary donations through 
our 2025–2026 Winter Appeal Letter campaign 
(September 20th, 2025–September 21st, 2026). 
We appreciate your generosity in helping us with 
our continuing restoration of the Orr Mansion 
and our other special projects throughout the 
History Center. Your generosity goes a long 
way in helping us fulfill the Society’s/History 
Center’s mission to collect, preserve and promote 
Logan County’s history. We apologize if we 
inadvertently left someone off the list.

•	 Susan J. Kildow
•	 David & Nancy Knight
•	 Polly McCormick
•	 John & Karen Tracey
•	 Rick & Mary Gildow
•	 Heart of Ohio – SDC 
•	 David & Janet Rogers
•	 Martha Fout
•	 Melinda Ridgway
•	 Todd & Amy McCormick
•	 Modern Woodmen 

Hometown Hero 
for Jerry Fry

Other Donors
•	 Nancy Ledley
•	 Gloria Vee Hamilton
•	 Richard Coyer
•	 Darlene Roll

Pat Sebring Memorial
•	 Michael & Diana Hawkey 

Bob Easterday Memorial
•	 Julie Schrader

Bob Notestine Memorial
•	 David & Peggy Dishop 
•	 Tim & Susan O’Reilley 
•	 Patricia Miller 
•	 Cheryl Hawkins
•	 Frank & Mary Giannola
•	 Bruce & Louise Norris
•	 Marjorie MacGillivray
•	 Julie Schrader
•	 Deborah & Pat Ellis
•	 Janet Dearing
•	 Bruce & Laurie Hawkins
•	 Judy Snyder
•	 Jean Leininger

G. Bruce Norris Memorial
•	 Rose Haning
•	 Deborah & Pat Ellis
•	 Mark Curtis
•	 Steve & Mary Mortimer
•	 Vicki Rapp
•	 Nancy Evans Donley
•	 Diana Fillinger
•	 Jeanne Jenkins
•	 Todd & Amy McCormick

Dr. Earl Sloan Level 
($10,000 +)

Phebe Haines Sharp Level 
($5,000-$9,999)
•	 Harold & Barbara Marker 

Charitable Fund
•	 VFW Post 1080

William Orr Level  
($1,000-$4,999)
•	 Carol Edgecomb
•	 Marker Family Fund
•	 Dottie Skidmore
•	 Marjorie MacGillivray
•	 Jean Leininger

Myeerah Level  
($500-$999)
•	 Rick & Judy Harr  

with Shell Corp. 
Matching Gift

•	 Nancy McGuire

Isaac Zane Level  
($100-$499)
•	 Dale & Rose Haning  

with Caterpillar 
Foundation  
Matching Gift

•	 Mac & Carol Smith
•	 Ray & Cheryl Kramer
•	 William R. Mitchell, MD
•	 Rebecca Robison 
•	 Karen E. Campbell
•	 Logan Piecemakers	
•	 Richard & Linda 

Halterman
•	 Robert & Melissa 

Cummins
•	 Patricia Herring
•	 The Art Club
•	 Steve & Mary Mortimer
•	 Leanna & Charles George
•	 Chuck & Diana Gamble
•	 Michael & Diana Hawkey
•	 Bill & Julia Armstrong
•	 Karen Hesson Brady
•	 Mike & Susan Wallace
•	 John & Sandra Aler
•	 Jim & Georgiana Jenkins

•	 George Clayton
•	 Tom & Robin Hothams
•	 Darlene Roll
•	 Judy Snyder

Elaine DeMarsh Memorial
•	 David & Debra Allison
•	 Janet Blanchard/

Blanchard Family
•	 Todd & Amy McCormick
•	 Judy Snyder
•	 Pat Ortli

Dorothy Notestine 
Memorial
•	 David & Peggy Dishop
•	 Ginger & Karen Beasley
•	 Bill & Amy Boy
•	 Judy Snyder
•	 Becky Maier
•	 Jean Leininger
•	 James R. Gillespie
•	 Frank & Mary Giannola

Lifetime Memberships
•	 Sarah Warren

Newsletter Sponsors
•	 Beasley Architecture  

& Design
•	 Julie Schrader 

Zimmerman Realty 
•	 All Around Accounting
•	 Citizens Federal Savings 

and Loan
•	 Dava Royer/Royer  

Realty LLC
•	 Elle A. Design Co.
•	 Desperado’s Bar & Grill
•	 The Craft Emporium
•	 Easton Water  

Solutions, LLC

Thank you,

Todd 
McCormick  
Curator/Director



OCTOBER
10TH PIECEMAKERS WORKSHOP 
8:00AM Transportation Museum 

10TH DAR MEETING 
10:00AM Presidents’ Room

12TH–14TH BEN LOGAN 3RD GRADE 
LOGAN COUNTY LANDMARK FIELD 
TRIP & LCHC TOUR   

12TH PIECEMAKERS MEETING 
7:00PM Transportation Museum

19TH–26TH MUSEUM CLOSED FOR 
KIDFEST PREPARATION

24TH HALLOWEEN KIDFEST 
1:00–3:00PM History Center

NOVEMBER
7TH CHRISTMAS TREE SET-UP                           
8:30AM History Center

9TH PIECEMAKERS MEETING                              
7:00PM Transportation Museum

10TH DAR MEETING 
6:30PM Presidents’ Room

11TH CHRISTMAS TREE SET-UP                           
9:30AM Transportation Museum

12TH BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES MEETING  
7:00PM AcuSport Room

25TH–28TH CLOSED FOR  
THANKSGIVING

DECEMBER
5TH–6TH CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
1:00–5:00PM History Center

9TH LCHS MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
6:00PM Presidents’ Room

11TH EVENING CHRISTMAS  
OPEN HOUSE 
5:30–7:30PM

12TH–13TH CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
1:00–5:00PM History Center

14TH PIECEMAKERS MEETING 
7:00PM Transportation Museum

DEC 23RD–JAN 3RD CLOSED  
FOR CHRISTMAS

Calendar  

OF Events

2026

September
Ginger Beasley

www.loganhistory.org/
membership-information

Welcome  
NEW MEMBERS!

VOLUNTEER 
APPRECIATION

MONTHLY $20 
GIFT CERTIFICATE 

DRAWING

June
Nancy Ledley

July 
Linda Larsen

August 
Louise Norris

HALLOWEEN 
KIDFEST
Saturday, October 24th
1:00–3:00PM

The Logan County History Center 
will once again host its annual 
Halloween KidFest on Saturday, 
October 24th, from 1:00–3:00PM.
Participants will enter through 
the Logan County Transportation 
Museum doors and trick-or-treat 
through the museum bays. They 
will then proceed to the Logan 
County Museum, where they can 
trick-or-treat through spooky 
hallways and decorated rooms 
before exiting and walking around 
the Orr Mansion.
Children can choose a pumpkin 
from our “pumpkin patch” in the 
front yard of the Orr Mansion 
while supplies last.
Admission is free, but guests 
are encouraged to bring canned 
goods or other nonperishable 
food items for donation to a local 
food pantry. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Costumed volunteers will be 
stationed throughout the History 
Center. We invite you to email 
photos of your Halloween 
costumes taken at KidFest to 
historycenter@loganhistory.org for 
possible posting on the History 
Center’s Facebook page. We look 
forward to welcoming you to 
Halloween KidFest, one of our 
most popular annual events.
The History Center will be closed 
for tours from October 19th–26th 
for Halloween KidFest setup and 
teardown. The Genealogy Library 
will also be closed during  
this period.
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AMERICA 250 
PARADE AND 
JOHN TULLIS 
MEMORIAL MARKER 
REDEDICATION
The America 250 Parade on 
September 20th was a great 
success! A special thank-you goes 
to everyone who helped with our 
floats: Erin Rudat; Julie Schrader; 
John, Karen, and Tyler Tracey; 
Doug Chamberlain; Dwight 
Hansen; Morgan Benton; David 
Saxby; Brian Baker; Don Corwin; 
Scott Gill; Chloe Simmons; Beth 
Marshall; and Todd and Amy 
McCormick. We deeply appreciate 
your hard work and dedication, 
the floats looked wonderful!

We would also like to thank 
Charyl Winner, a member of the 
Bellefontaine DAR Chapter, and 
her fellow chapter members for 
their dedication to restoring and 
rededicating the memorial marker 
for John Tullis, a Revolutionary 
War patriot and one of 
Bellefontaine’s early founders,  
at Memorial Hall.
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BOB & DOROTHY NOTESTINE
Bob’s breadth of knowledge of Logan County history and 
his love for sharing it was remarkable. He was a charter 
member of the Historical Society and served as a board 
member and volunteer docent as well. We will forever 
be indebted to Bob. He will be missed. Dorothy was a 
vital member of the Logan County Historical Society. 
She devoted many years to us as a board member and 
a monthly docent, as well as serving on numerous 
committees. Above all, she was one of the nicest and 
sweetest people in the world. 

ELAINE DEMARSH
Elaine’s contributions to the Logan County Historical Society/Logan County 
History Center were immeasurable. She served in many capacities, including 
volunteer curator for many years, helping curate and organize the museum’s vast 
collections. Later she came in nearly every Wednesday and Friday to volunteer in 
the Archives and in any other capacity we asked her. Over the years, she served on 
numerous committees, was a monthly docent, edited the Society newsletter and 
much, much more. We will forever be indebted to Elaine’s nearly 40 years of service 
with the Historical Society/History Center. She left an imprint on us that will never 
be forgotten. We will miss Elaine immensely.  

BRUCE NORRIS
Bruce’s dedication to the Logan County Historical Society/Logan County History 
Center was truly special. His many years as docent, tour guide, board member, 
and committee member, many times with Louise by his side, helped make our 
organization and museum better and stronger. We will forever be indebted to 
Bruce’s years of service with us. While we will certainly miss Bruce’s many great 
contributions to LCHS/LCHC, we will miss Bruce the person even more.  

RALPH WOOD
Ralph’s involvement with the Logan County Historical Society began in his youth 
when he came to meetings with his grandmother. After moving away for several 
decades, he returned Bellefontaine in the 1990s and became a board member of 
LCHS and played a prominent role in the restoration of the Orr Mansion and many 
other projects. Perhaps more importantly Ralph was very generous in his donations 
and loans of innumerable artifacts to the History Center. Ralph will be missed but 
the indelible mark he left on the History Center will be everlasting.

Memorials



2026 LCHC  
STAFF

Todd McCormick		   
Curator/Director  
tmccormick@loganhistory.org
Mary Mortimer		   
Administrative Assistant 
Social Media/Website 
mmortimer@loganhistory.org
Beth Marshall		   
Assistant Curator/Archivist 
bmarshall@loganhistory.org
Matt & Joe Young		   
Custodians
Eric Adelsberger		   
Bookkeeper
Tim McPherson		   
Caretaker  
dtimmcpherson@gmail.com

JUNE 16TH, 2026 – SEPTEMBER 23RD, 2026 • ARTIFACT DONATIONS 

Thank You!
logan county  

history center
521 East Columbus Avenue 

Bellefontaine, OH 43311

www.loganhistory.org 
(937) 593-7557

History Center Hours 
Wednesday–Sunday  

1:00–4:00PM

Office Hours 
Monday–Friday  

8:00AM–5:00PM

historycenter@loganhistory.org 
tmccormick@loganhistory.org

Thank  
You!
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UNITED WAY 
COMMUNITY  
CARE DAY
Special thanks to the 
United Way volunteers 
from Mary Rutan Health 
who cleaned the vinyl 
fencing at the History 
Center on August 
21st. Your hard work is 
greatly appreciated!

HISTORIC SKETCHES OF LOGAN COUNTY, 
OHIO UPDATE
Historic Sketches is currently being designed by M.T. Publishing Co. We 
anticipate receiving the first proof within the next few weeks, with publication 
estimated for early December. If the books are released sooner, we will let 
everyone know.
Thank you to everyone who pre-ordered Historic Sketches. We are  
confident you will enjoy the book and treasure it as a keepsake to pass  
down through generations.

Bo o k  Pr e -or d e r  de a d l i n e :  aUGUST 31 ,  2025
Bo o k  Pr e -or d e r  de a d l i n e :  aUGUST 31 ,  2025

Historic Sketches of 
Logan County, Ohio

The Logan County Historical Society and 

M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. have 

joined forces to create a new photographic 

history book,  Historic Sketches of Logan County, 

Ohio. As a nonprofit organization, our purpose in 

publishing a pictorial history of Logan County, 

Ohio is to preserve historical records for the 

enjoyment and education of future generations. 

This 8.5 x 11-inch coffee-table size edition 

will be beautifully bound in a hard cover with a color dust jacket 

specially designed for this one-of-a-kind publication and will contain many photographs 

and historical highlights of our county  — past and present. High-gloss, double-coated 

paper will be used for superior photo reproduction. The final page count will depend on 

the number of book orders – so we need your support!

Only a limited number of books will be printed, therefore it is necessary to take all 

orders in advance. Do not delay! Order Historic Sketches of Logan County, Ohio at the 

discounted pre-publication price of $42.50* for the deluxe standard edition and $74.95* for 

the deluxe bonded leather edition. A downloadable digital edition is available for $9.95 

in conjunction with the purchase of a hard cover edition. You may choose to have your 

copy personalized with a name stamped on the cover for an additional $10.00 charge. 

You can choose to have your book shipped directly to you for $9.50 ($5.00 for each 

additional book) or local pick-up will be available to save on shipping at the Logan 

County History Center, 521 E. Columbus Avenue, Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311.  Complete 

the order form on the reverse side and remit with payment no later than August 31, 2025. 

You may also order with a credit card online at www.mtpublishing.com or by calling 

toll-free at 888-263-4702 (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST). Please help make 

this a publication that Logan County will be proud of for years to come!

Sincerely,

Mary E. Mortimer
Administrative Assistant

FEATURES
• 8.5" x 11" Coffee Table Book
• Approximately 300 Pages
• Deluxe Hardbound Covers
• Dust Jacket
• 70 lb. Acid-Free Glossy Paper

• Superior Photo Reproduction
• Quality Printing & Binding
• Cover Personalization Available

• Digital Edition Available with     
   Purchase of Hardcover Edition

SPECIAL PrE-OrdEr PrICE 

$42.50 

 * tax & shipping/handling

*

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE
M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. takes the utmost 

pride in producing their books. If you are not 

satisfied with your book, you may return it for 

a refund. Please note, however, that due to the 

limited opportunity for resale, name stamped 

books cannot be returned for a refund.

Mary E. Mortimer

Bo o k  Pr e -or d e r  de a d l i n e :  aUGUST 31 ,  2025

Bo o k  Pr e -or d e r  de a d l i n e :  aUGUST 31 ,  2025

Historic Sketches of 
Logan County, Ohio

T he Logan County Historical Society and 

M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. have 

joined forces to create a new photographic 

history book,  Historic Sketches of Logan County, 

Ohio. As a nonprofit organization, our purpose in 

publishing a pictorial history of Logan County, 

Ohio is to preserve historical records for the 

enjoyment and education of future generations. 

This 8.5 x 11-inch coffee-table size edition 

will be beautifully bound in a hard cover with a color dust jacket 

specially designed for this one-of-a-kind publication and will contain many photographs 

and historical highlights of our county  — past and present. High-gloss, double-coated 

paper will be used for superior photo reproduction. The final page count will depend on 

the number of book orders – so we need your support!

Only a limited number of books will be printed, therefore it is necessary to take all 

orders in advance. Do not delay! Order Historic Sketches of Logan County, Ohio at the 

discounted pre-publication price of $42.50* for the deluxe standard edition and $74.95* for 

the deluxe bonded leather edition.  A downloadable digital edition is available for $9.95 

in conjunction with the purchase of a hard cover edition. You may choose to have your 

copy personalized with a name stamped on the cover for an additional $10.00 charge. 

You can choose to have your book shipped directly to you for $9.50 ($5.00 for each 

additional book) or local pick-up will be available to save on shipping at the Logan 

County History Center, 521 E. Columbus Avenue, Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311.  Complete 

the order form on the reverse side and remit with payment no later than August 31, 2025. 

You may also order with a credit card online at www.mtpublishing.com or by calling 

toll-free at 888-263-4702 (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST). Please help make 

this a publication that Logan County will be proud of for years to come!

Sincerely,

Mary E. Mortimer
Administrative Assistant

FEATURES
• 8.5" x 11" Coffee Table Book

• Approximately 300 Pages
• Deluxe Hardbound Covers

• Dust Jacket• 70 lb. Acid-Free Glossy Paper

• Superior Photo Reproduction

• Quality Printing & Binding

• Cover Personalization Available

• Digital Edition Available with     

   Purchase of Hardcover Edition
SPECIAL PrE-OrdEr PrICE $42.50   * tax & shipping/handling

*100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. takes the utmost 

pride in producing their books. If you are not 

satisfied with your book, you may return it for 

a refund. Please note, however, that due to the 

limited opportunity for resale, name stamped 

books cannot be returned for a refund.

Mary E. Mortimer

Volunteers from Mary Rutan Health



Mac Smith 
Local newspapers

Art Mortimore Family 
West Mansfield Class of 1927 composite, 

East Liberty Class of 1928 composite, Thelma 
Kleffman WMHS 1927 diploma, Harold 

Mortimore ELHS 1928 diploma
Bob Mattfeld 

Variety of household and  
business artifacts

Jim & Carol Burkholder 
Doll bed made by Lewis Burkholder using 

wooden thread spools
Dennis McBrien 

Lewistown/Washington Local Boys  
1944–45 Boys Basketball team,  

Walter Alston, coach
Betsy Ann Shoffstall 

Book Watt’s Improvement of the Mind, 1833, 
believed to have been used at Geneva College 

in Northwood, Logan County. Indian Lake 
School newspapers/newsletters.  Other items 

for Archives.
Cheryl Best & Annette Griffith 

Teddy Bear Mrs. Griffith won at San Juan 
Amusement Park at Indian Lake in the  

early 1960s.
Terry Conley 

Belle Center Boy Scouts uniform  
shirt, ca. 1950s

Jim Jenkins 
1949 Soapbox Derby Car originally built 
by Joel Milestone of Huntsville and later 

belonging to donor

Jim LoSasso 
Diecast model of AJ Miller coach 1949 

Cadillac Coupe de Ville made by donor and 
mounted a brick from the old AJ Miller 

factory building
Linda Trigalet 

DeGraff postcards, West Liberty postmarked 
postcards sent to the Spellman family in 

Oklahoma
Ralph Wood Estate 

Logan County postcards, photographs, 
newspapers/articles, photographs from 

Ralph’s trucking company hauling Apollo 11 
traveling exhibit

Bellefontaine Police Department 
 Dispatch Receiver used by the BPD

Fred Reynolds 
Donor’s Army Colonel Dress uniform  

(with commendations/ribbons), Bellefontaine 
Bridge & Iron Co. photos of projects and 

employees, Bellefontaine City Council photos 
ca. 1940s. 1840s–1910s Logan  

County postmarks.
Robert Hertenstein 

Traveling iron, survey maps of the Lease 
family land in Rushcreek Twp.                                    

Chuck Blair 
Civil War discharge of Bellefontaine native 

Jeremiah Overhalser, Confederate flag 
Overhalser captured at the Third Battle  
Winchester (Virginia) in 1864, photo of 

Overhalser as an older man.
Jennifer Fritz-Hunter 

Belle Center High School yearbooks  
(1957–1964)

Shirley & Carl Arledge 
Bellefontaine Kings’ Daughters  

minutes books 

Beth Marshall 
Logan County Libraries 175th Anniversary 

stress reliever “book”
Theresa Hatton 

1875 Logan County Atlas with handmade 
notes by her mother, Elaine DeMarsh

Donna Hemphill Stoner 
1916 Lakeview/Indian Lake postcards, 1923 

Bellefontaine Big Four Depot postcard
In Memory of Mike Barthauer 

1928 New York Central Railroad  
Stock Certificate 

Louise Norris 
Variety of watches, jewelry, local business  

and organizations’ ephemera 
Shawn Harrold Karasarides 

Rugs and China from the Harrold family 
when they lived in the Orr Mansion

Janet Detrick 
DeGraff Chapter of the DAR scrapbook, 
handmade handkerchiefs, 1911 Valentine

Dale Roth & Bob Bazzle 
Large collection prehistoric of shell/crinoid 
beads found by Dale Roth in the 1960s in 

eastern Logan County
Doug Braden 

Logan County postcards from his mother 
Phyllis’s collection.

Jeannie Wren 
Logan County village/township history 

booklets, Logan County phonebook
Logan County Libraries 

Area history booklets, phonebooks
Logan Piecemakers 

Quilt pieced by late member Kathleen Price 
and sewn by member Diane Smith

JUNE 16TH, 2026 – SEPTEMBER 23RD, 2026 • ARTIFACT DONATIONS 

Thank You!

I am enclosing: $ ________________

  Cash    Check     Card 
(Make checks payable to Logan County History Center)

Donations of $500 and above will go towards the  
Pillars of History Campaign unless otherwise noted.
Name(s)_________________________________
Address _________________________________
City ____________________________________
State / ZIP Code _ _________________________
Home Phone _ ____________________________
Preferred Email Address_____________________
Master Card	  Visa 	 Discover	  AmEx 
Card Number ________________________________
Expires _____________ CID# ___________________
For Master Card, Visa, or Discover, the CID# is the last three digits 
on the back of your card next to your signature.

PLEASE CONSIDER ONE OF OUR GIVING LEVELS:
  $100–$499 	 Isaac Zane 

  $500–$999	 Myeerah 

  $1,000–$4,999 	 William Orr 

  $5,000–$9,999	 Phebe Haines Sharp

  $10,000–$24,999	 Dr. Earl Sloan 

  $25,000 & UP	 Simon Kenton

MEMBERSHIP: 
  Senior (55 yrs.+) 	 $15.00 

  Senior Couple (55 yrs.+) 	$25.00 

  Individual 	 $20.00 

  Family 	 $30.00 

  Business 	 $50.00 

  Individual Lifetime 	 $300.00

Donations can be made using 
PayPal or credit card online by 
visiting our website at:

www.loganhistory.org

Your donation is tax deductible.

All donations of $100.00 or more 
includes a yearly membership.

Thank  
You!

SCAN TO DONATE 
OR BECOME A 

MEMBER ONLINE



521 East Columbus Avenue
Bellefontaine, OH 43311
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THANK YOU TO OUR NEWSLETTER  
SPONSORS FOR THIS YEAR


